
 

 

 

Volume VI, Issue: VI 

Dear School Community: 

As another school year ends, it is a wonderful time to reflect on some of our accomplishments for the 2015-16 
school year.   

• Students, faculty, and community members enjoyed a year of exciting sporting activities, plays and musicals, 
band and choir performances, as well as the arts festival. 

• The Cooler Beans Café reopened under the new name "Chiefs Trading Post” and is continuing as a successful 
for our students. 

• The Dodge Poetry Festival was held at the High School.  We were honored to be one of three sites state-wide 
to participate in this event. 

• We were honored to have Commissioner Hespe visit our District.  He was very impressed with our S.T.E.A.M. 
Initiative and we look forward to his return visit. 

• The Future Teacher’s Academy continues to be very successful.  This year, two students received their 
Associate’s Degrees for participation in the program.   

• We completed the second year of PARCC testing and we were pleased that the numbers of participation 
increased over 11.5%. 

• Members from the Foundation of Education Administration and the Geraldine Dodge Foundation toured our 
buildings for the “Arts Infusion Gallery Walk.”  They were absolutely elated at the accomplishments of 
students and teachers during the Gallery Walk. 

• School-wide community outreach continued throughout the year with jeans days for various charitable 
organizations and the initiation of the Backpack Food Program. 

• Cross-content field trips supporting the District's STEAM Initiative have occurred, many as collaborative 
efforts between the High School and the Middle School to support the Middle School transition to the High 
School. 

• District curricula is being revised and refined to align with New Jersey Student Learning Standards and Next 
Generation Science Standards to integrate arts and project-based, cross-content learning. 

• The Chromebook Initiative was approved which will provide all students in grades 6 to 11 with a District 
owned Chromebook for use during the 2016-17 school year for both school and in-home use to enhance our 
curriculum and provide one-to-one computing.  Additional information and program details will be posted on 
our website at www.hopatcongschools.org during the summer months. 
 

My best wishes to the students and the faculty for a restful summer! 

Warm regards, 

Cynthia M. Randina 

Superintendent of Schools 

Hopatcong Borough School District 

NEWSLETTER 
From School to Home 

   Keeping You Informed 
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Durban Avenue Essay Contest Winners! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Safety and Career Social 

On the evening of May 11th, students from the Hopatcong Elementary 
Schools gathered together at Hudson Maxim School to learn about 
community careers and safety.  The event, hosted by Mrs. Melissa Kennedy, 
Mrs. Lisa Schuffenhauer, and Mrs. Christina Takacs began with students 
rotating through fun-filled stations presented by local safety experts 
including members of the Hopatcong Police Department, Hopatcong 
Ambulance Squad, Hopatcong Fire Department, Mrs. Angie Meyer-Pflug 
(Tulsa Trail School Nurse), and Mrs. Danielle Kovach (Tulsa Trail Teacher 
and Creator of Super Heroes of Safety).  The students went home with a 
goodie bag filled with health and safety items including glow sticks, 
toothbrushes, safety booklets, and much more!  The evening’s events were 
made possible thanks to Lisa Schuffenhauer’s Pride Grant provided by the 
Hopatcong Education Association.  What a fun and educational night!   
 

 

Hopatcong Music Students Earn Top Ratings 

On Monday, May 16th, 2016, a select group of 6th and 7th grade music students 
from the Hopatcong Middle School attended the New Jersey Ti:ME Student 
Music Technology Expo at Rutgers University.  The 32 middle school music 
students were amongst seven other schools in attendance.  The Student Music 
Technology Expo is a science fair style event, which focuses on student works.  
The day also included guest presenters, a performance showcase for music 
ensembles, and hands-on music technology playgrounds.  While the Expo is 
adjudicated, the primary focus of the event is sharing and celebrating students’ 
creative work in a supportive environment.  Student projects were submitted in 
advance and critiqued by professional musicians, composers, and college 
professors providing individual feedback directly to the students.  Amongst the 
five project categories, Mrs. Shawna Longo, Hopatcong Middle School Music 
Teacher, submitted five student works in the ‘Original Composition’ and 
‘Covers, Remixes & Loop-based Projects’ categories.  Of the 90+ projects 
submitted from across New Jersey, Hopatcong Middle School students received 
1 Silver rating, and 4 Gold Ratings.  Two of the Gold Ratings went to Patrick 
Terebecke for his piece, “Midnight,” and Markus Certo for his piece, “Grandma,” 
which were both composed using GarageBand and included an original chorus 
written by the student.  Markus Certo also received a Gold Rating for his song, 
which was inspired by Monet’s Water Lilies painting and written in ternary 
form.  The second Gold Rating went to Nicolas Bozanov for his original 
composition, “Water Lullaby” which was composed for solo harp and piano 
accompaniment.  Dylan Dixon received a Silver Rating for his song, “Happy 
Days,” which was composed for clarinet and piano.  Markus Certo also earned 
“Best in Category” in the “Covers Remixes & Loop-based Projects” category. 
Overall, the students enjoyed an enriching day showcasing their works and 
experimenting with new ways to apply technology to music! 

 

“SENIOR WALK” THROUGH HOPATCONG ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

In order to promote the importance of academics in 
Hopatcong Borough Schools, this year the seniors participated in the 
first ever “senior walk” through the elementary schools.  The intent 
was to emphasize staying in school to ultimately receive a high school 
diploma, as demonstrated by the participants in the event.  As part of 
Friday’s graduation practice, seniors donned their caps and gowns, 
boarded buses and visited the Middle School, Durban Avenue 
Elementary School, and then Tulsa Trail Elementary School.  At first, 
seniors were apprehensive about parading through the hallways of 
their previously attended schools, but warmed up quickly once they 
were welcomed like local celebrities.  Staff, students and 
administration lined the long hallways to greet the soon-to-be 
graduates with cheers, high-fives and festive music.  The district’s 
Athletic Director, Chris Buglovsky, coordinated the event with the 
cooperation of Byram Bus Company who provided the 
transportation.   

Tulsa Trail School Principal, Brian Byrne said “What 
a pleasure it was to have the HHS graduating senior class get 
"clapped out" through the halls of Tulsa Trail School.  It was a joy to 
be able to recognize and reward them for their efforts as well as a 
chance for our Tulsa Trail students to see what awaits them down the 
road after years of hard work.  Congratulations to the HHS Class of 
2016! Durban Avenue School Principal, Tracey Hensz shares “This is 
a very special class, my very first 1st grade when I was Principal of 
Hudson Maxim.  It seems like yesterday that they all graduated from 
Safety Town and now they are graduating High School.  So proud of 
them!” Needless to say, the senior walk was a success and all of the 
students enjoyed being a part of a new tradition. 

 

 

To view the “Senior Walk” video visit this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2mxy4yNRDQ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2mxy4yNRDQ


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading is Fun, Durban is Great, An Author Came to Celebrate! 

Thanks to a generous donation from the Hopatcong Elementary Parent 
Teacher Organization (HEPTO), the Durban Avenue School was honored 
to have a guest author visit on Tuesday, May 24th.  Mrs. Elvira Woodruff, 
led a school-wide assembly on the writing process, editing, and publishing 
process along with highlighting her “George Washington’s Socks” and 
“George Washington’s Spy” books!  We even learned about her numerous 
odd jobs that led her to her final career as a children’s author.  All classes 
participated in a school-wide door decorating contest to win VIP seating at 
this year’s assembly.  Our student’s at the Durban Avenue School voted, 
and Mr. Venturino’s 4th grade class and Mrs. Catizone’s 5th grade class 
earned these front row seats.  Mr. Venturino’s class door depicted “The 
Battle of Yorktown” while Mrs. Catizone’s class door represented “Paul 
Revere’s Ride”.   

Following the assembly, Mrs. Woodruff stayed to personally hand out all 
pre-ordered, autographed books that the students had ordered earlier in 
the year.  Each student had their own time to meet the author, ask 
questions, and have their picture taken with her.  Even reporters from our 
own “Durban Digs” newspaper had the opportunity to interview her for an 
upcoming article in their next edition.  After lunch, Mrs. Woodruff spent 
the afternoon hosting two 30-minute assemblies for all fifth grade 
students to receive more in-depth information on her writing process and 
to ask questions.  A special thanks to everyone for all of their hard work 
and dedication in making this event a success!! 

 

Hopatcong Borough Schools “Stuff the Bus!” 
The Hopatcong Borough Schools participated in this year’s Champions for 

Charity Event to Help Stop Hunger. The members of the HHS National 
Honor Society assisted in “Stuffing the Bus” on Tuesday, May 17th with all 
of the donations that were collected. The non-perishable food items that 
were collected totaled to 4,680 pounds! We would like to thank everyone 

who donated and thank our students and staff for participating and 
facilitating such a worthwhile event. All of the donations were donated to 

benefit the Sussex County Division of Social Services. 

 

 

The Hopatcong Wind Ensemble performed last night at the 
Sussex County Arts & Heritage Council's 40th Annual Senior 

Arts Awards Ceremony! 

The Hopatcong Wind Ensemble performed last night at the 
Sussex County Arts & Heritage Council's 40th Annual Senior Arts 
Awards Ceremony.  They were the only school in the county that 
was selected for a band performance, and one of only three 
schools represented for a performance of any style.  The 
ensemble performed at the beginning of the ceremony, and after 
hearing the group during sound check the coordinator asked us 
to perform as attendants arrived in the theater.   

The following Hopatcong High School Seniors received awards:  
Catelyn Pisano for Crafts, Jessica Jones for Creative Writing,  
Ashley Speciale for Culinary Arts, Devon O'Donell for Drama, 
Jacquelynne Sanchez for Fine Arts, Ryan Taesler for Instrumental 
Music, and Crystal Vizuetta for Vocal Music. 

 

A job well done by all of the Hopatcong High School Staff 
at this year’s Faculty Night Live!! 

 



Congratulations Class of 2016   

 

We wish you the best of luck on all of your future endeavors!  You will be missed. 
Acknowledgements 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Hopatcong High School 
June Students of the Month 

Devin Bellotti, Junior    Specialty Area   Vocal Pop Band                    
Jennifer Coulman, Freshman   Specialty Area   Band             
Anthony Christiana, Sophomore   Athletics   Boys Track & Field          
Rachel Esteves, Junior                Athletics   Girls Track & Field 
Christopher Stundon, Senior   Athletics   Tennis 
Megan Donnelly, Senior    Athletics   Golf   

 
 

 Congratulations to Kelly Maegerlein, a Junior who was nominated for the Princeton Book Award. 
 Congratulations to HHS Student Athletes Jake Dorman and Vincent Giordano for being selected to play 

at the Robeson East vs. West Classic Game. 
 Congratulations to Coach Paul Miller for being acknowledged with a Positive Coach Award as a 

Hopatcong Bowling and Softball Coach. 
 

District Accomplishments 
 The Hopatcong Borough School District in collaboration with the National Honor Society collected a 

total of 4,680 pounds of food for the Champions for Charity Event to Help Stop Hunger. The food was 
donated to benefit the Sussex County Division of Social Services.  

 The Hopatcong Borough Schools collected over 200 pounds of pop tabs to benefit the Ronald McDonald 
House. 

 Parent Academy members met to review progress on our District Strategic Plan. 
 Several parent workshops were provided as well. 

 The District Equity Goals were fully implemented providing more access to programs for all students in 
addition to increased one-to-one parent contact for students in need. 

 The budget remained flat due to the savings from the previous fiscal year. 

 
 

 
 
 



 

                                    Have a  

Happy & Safe 

Summer! 
 

 

   Hopatcong Borough Schools 
2 Windsor Avenue – Hopatcong, New Jersey – 07843 

 
 

Cynthia M. Randina 
Superintendent of Schools 

Board of Education 

Board Members: 
Mr. Anthony Fasano —President 

Mrs. Carol Trumpore — Vice President  
Mr. Philip DeStefano — Board Member 

Mr. Frank Farruggia Jr — Board Member 
Mr. Peter Karpiak — Board Member 

Mr. Robert Nicholson—Board Member 
Ms. Michele Perrotti—Board Member 
Dr. Sarah Schindelar—Board Member 
Mrs. Candace Smith—Board Member 

 
  

 

 

 


